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Following the success of the first Arabian Hotel Investment Conference, launched in Dubai this April, 
organisers are evaluating delegate survey responses to fine-tune content of the second event, 
scheduled for May 2006. 
 
According to AHIC organiser Jonathan Worsley, the conference was in the right place at the right time, 
and the theme of the second will reflect the ongoing development of the hotel sector in the region.  
 
He said:  “As well as an unparalleled networking event, the Arabian Hotel Investment Conference 
focused on some of the issues that concern every player in the regional industry, from mega projects to 
financing and areas such as fractional ownership and human resources.” 
 
“Together with members of our advisory panel, we are now evaluating topics of interest to set the 
agenda for 2006, and are looking to cover key issues such as supply and demand, new source 
markets, the role of low-cost and charter airlines, the cost of development to the environment and 
urban planning.” 
 
The 2005 Arabian Hotel Investment Conference, held as a precursor to the Arabian Travel Market in 
Dubai, was sold out with 525 delegates from the Middle East and around the world, and underlined 
the strong growth rate in the regional hotel sector. 
 
“Every hotel chain is eyeing the Middle East, and with Dubai’s success now being replicated in 
countries such as Oman and Qatar, as well as down the road in Abu Dhabi, there is no doubt that the 
second Arabian Hotel Investment Conference will attract an equally positive response from the global 
hospitality sector,” said Worsley. 
 
His confidence was underlined by industry leaders who were unstinting in their praise of the inaugural 
AHIC held at Madinat Jumeirah in Dubai. 
 
CEO and president of Rezidor Hospitality, Kurt Ritter, said AHIC proved to be “an invaluable platform 
for industry leaders” and he was already looking forward to the 2006 conference, while Movenpick 
CEO, Jean-Gabriel Peres commented, “one of the best networking events of the industry.” 
 
Praising the format that combined conference presentations with panel breakout sessions, senior vice 
president of Wimberly Allison Goo and Tong, Ronald Van Pelt, said: “The conference provided an 
overview of what is happening in the region as well as the ability to obtain more detail on specific areas 
during the other sessions,” while Kingdom Hotel Investments’ senior vice president, Tim Hansing, said 
AHIC was a “great place to start new deals and close existing ones.” 
 
Christophe Piffaretti, corporate vice president at Kempinski Hotels outlined the strength of the first 
Arabian Hotel Investment Conference: “If you want to do business in the Middle East, AHIC is the place 
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to be … with all the key players in the industry from mega resort developers to private investors, 
hoteliers and bankers.” 
 
The Arabian Hotel Investment Conference will run from April 29 - May 2, 2006 at Dubai’s Madinat 
Jumeirah conference centre. The conference is organised by CB Richard Ellis Hotels, the largest 
commercial real estate firm in the world, and MEED, the magazine for business in the Middle East.  
Details of AHIC can be found on www.arabianconference.com.  
 
 

- ENDS - 
 
 

 
 
About the organisers: 
 
 
CB Richard Ellis Hotels 
 
CB Richard Ellis is the largest commercial real estate firm in the world, with 300 offices in 50 countries.  
CB Richard Ellis Hotels focuses exclusively on the hospitality industry providing consultancy services for the sale, 
valuation, financing, development and asset management of hotels.  CB Richard Ellis Hotels has been involved in 
several of the largest transactions in Europe, specialising in investment opportunities and sale and leasebacks 
which have typified the changing times. Jonathan Worsley of CB Richard Ellis Hotels has taken a lead in 
developing networking events for the industry by organising the International Hotel Investment Forum in Berlin, the 
European Hotel Design Awards in London and now the Arabian Hotel Investment Conference in Dubai.  Jonathan 
also sits as an advisor to the World Travel & Tourism Council. 
 
Contact:  Jonathan.Worsley@IHSeurope.com on +44 1483 835 794 

  or   Gillian.Powell@IHSeurope.com on +44 20 8297 2053 
 
 
MEED 
 
MEED (Middle East Economic Digest) is internationally recognised as providing essential information for anyone 
doing business in, or with, the Middle East and North Africa. MEED now attracts over 70,000 individual readers 
each week, across 70 countries world-wide.  

MEED Conferences is part of the leading information brand in the Middle East working to provide delegates with 
the very latest business sensitive information.  Over the past 10 years, MEED Conferences has organised events 
attended by senior government officials and thousands of international business people.  The conference series is 
aimed at companies active or seeking business in the markets of the Middle East. MEED is well established as the 
source of strategic and accurate regional information placing it in a unique position to bring together high-calibre 
speakers.  

Contact:  katherine.jacques@emap.com on +44 20 7505 6020 

 
 


